Amendment to the Heads of Agreement between Defra and PPA on increasing post-consumer magazine recycling   
To give effect to the request from the Periodical Publishers Association (PPA) for a three-year moratorium on the requirement to measure performance against magazine recycling targets, the Heads of Agreement between the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and the PPA, signed on 17 November 2005, is amended as follows.

Targets and reporting

The following is substituted for paragraph 2 of the Heads of Agreement: 

“(2) Defra and PPA have agreed a target for recycling of post-consumer magazines (by weight of waste post-consumer magazines arising) of 70% by end of 2013.

PPA shall report to Defra on performance against this target no later than the end of June 2014, as set out in the Code of Practice.  For clarity, this target does not cover returned, unsold magazines, which are currently 100% recycled through wholesalers.” 
The Code of Practice (VPRA Schedule 1) is amended as follows:

Under “Annual Report”, delete “measurement of performance against targets”
Additional actions to reduce the environmental impact of magazine production  

The PPA shall ring fence the money released by the three-year suspension of the reporting obligations to fund the following activities:

· The PPA shall further develop its Carbon Calculator and undertake additional research which would enable calculation of carbon emissions associated with generating content and emissions associated with different media (including print and online).

· The PPA shall encourage wider use and understanding of the Carbon Calculator by:

· promoting it to the PPA Board;

· running at least 2 workshops per annum for PPA members; 

· regular communications via the PPA website, email newsletters and PPA forums;

· continuing to engage with other relevant sectors including International Federation of the Periodical Press (FIPP) , European Federation of Magazine Publishers (FAEP), book and newspaper, paper and print industries to encourage a standardised approach
· The PPA shall develop user guidance on the interpretation of results generated by the Carbon Calculator. The user guidance shall explain:

· the opportunities available to users to manage their carbon footprint, which could include:

· reducing direct emissions associated with their business operations and premises

· building supply chain partnerships 
· electricity purchasing options and carbon offset options
· how carbon considerations can be integrated into environmental purchasing policies, such as purchasing print or paper, including for example the carbon and wider implications of virgin and recycled papers;

· limitations of the current scope of the calculator and how these may influence the footprint results and subsequent conclusions drawn, for example, waste management of end of life product that has been exported;

· clarification of data used (for example, landfill data) and how alternative data sets or assumptions may influence the footprint results. 
· The PPA shall raise awareness of environmental issues by:

· hosting at least one environmental forum per annum to facilitate dialogue between Government, publishers and industry suppliers and to promote best practice and seek feedback on further issues and opportunities to be developed; 

· monitoring the environment related content in magazines to determine the extent to which magazines are a key stakeholder in tackling environmental issues; 

· updating the PPA membership pack to include details of PPA’s environmental initiatives and best practice. 
· The PPA shall continue to encourage wider environmental initiatives such as:

· investigating the best available options for polywrapping magazines;

· sustainable mailing options with Royal Mail; 

· identifying and promoting carbon reduction initiatives associated with covermounts (e.g. eco discs); 

· investigating ways to minimise the impact of unsold magazines; 

· promoting sustainable sourcing of virgin fibre and recycled fibre (where fit for purpose); 

· developing guidelines for ethical sourcing.
Other requirements of the Heads of Agreement

All other requirements of Heads of Agreement, including the requirement to report annually on PPA activities to promote magazine recycling (both those activities completed during the previous 12 months and those planned for the forthcoming 12 months), shall continue to apply unaffected.
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